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dollars directly to pay for lobbying and it goes on and on
and on. Now the thing that is so nice about this hill is it
is a direct, up front bill. It just says, we acknowledge,
we acknowledge that the senior citisens in this state do
have interests which are unique to senior citieens and we
acknowledge that we ought to be able to hear from senior
ci tisane in an organi sad collective f ashion and we
acknowledge that to assist our hearing from those senior
citiaens in an orgarised collective fashion we are going to
have to provide some tax support for that an4 so wa
acknowledge. We are prepare4 to provide 810,000 a year to
hear an organieed voice from senior citiaane through their
Si iver-haired L egislature function and I aa goi ng t o
guarantee you, I aa going to guarantee you that that 010,000
a year is a lot cheaper, a lot cheaper than the kind of
dollars that taxes are now heing used for, that taxes are
now being used for, to influence legislation in this state.
And in ay opinion it ie such a saall price for ue to pay for
such an important service and the service is our hearing
f roa older people who are affected by legislation, their
views on legislation and one- of the things that you and I
hold public hearings for, one of the things that you and I
have receptive ears to, one of the things that you and I
have willing eyes for, are points of view frca our citieenry
at large and if we have to pay a small amount of money to
get those points of view, then we should pay that mall
amount of aoney to get those points of view. And that ie
why our funding the Silver-haired Legislature is a n
important activity and that is why it would he a aistake to
kil l t h e b i l l .

SPEAKER NICHOL: Silver-haired Higgins, please.

SENATOR HIGGINSc I don't know whether to say, thank you,
Nr. Speaker, or not. In 1981 I was a freshman Senator as
you all recall and I so facetiously, I guess, that is the
only excuse I can use now because I can't believe I was
serious, when I introduced a bill that sai4, taxpayers will
no longer give money to the Chambers of Commerce across the
state because the Chambers of Commerce come an4 lobby this
Legislature for bi g b usiness or little business and
oftentimes they lobby for things that the people in their
own cities and countiee don't even want. I can't tell you
how fast they kille4 that bill in committee an4 I can't tell
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